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FOREST INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
F. C, Craighead, Forest Entomologist in Charge 


Recent investigations and correspondence indicate that the southern 
pine beetle, Dendroctonus frontalis Zimm.,is threatening an outbreak in the South- 
ern States. This insect is the most injurious enemy of the southern pines, 
and serious local outbreaks are occurring in Virginia, West Virginia, 

North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas, and Florica. The insect is ranging farther north than it has since 
1895. It is not yet known whether these outbreaks indicate a serious 
epidemic. 


Reports by Mr. Miller and Mr. Edmonston from the Kaibab Project in 
northern Arizona indicate that the Black Hills beetle, Dendroctonus ponderosae 
Hopk., is threatening a very serious outbreak which may rival that of 
this beetle in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Further investigations 
of the extent of the infestation are being made, and it is possible that 
an extensive control project will be instituted. 


FRUIT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
A. L. Quaintance, Entomologist in Charge 


Fred E. Brooks reports that during the period of the present season 
when weevils were ovipositing in nuts of the Department's experimental 
chestnut orchard at Bell Station, Md., it was thought that weevils were 
scarcer and that infestation would be less serious than last year. The nuts 
are proving to be exceedingly wormy, however, as is indicated by the fact 
that one lot cf 3,080 nuts selected from trees in various parts of the or- 
chard have to date yielded 9,670 larvae, or a little more than an average 
of 3 to the nut. Tre larvae are still issuing from the same nuts at the 
rate of about 400 per day. 


At an elevation of about 1,600 feet in central West Virginia, the larvae 
of Oncideres cingulata hatching from eggs deposited in 1922 are preparing to pass 
the second winter in a half-grown condition. Recent investigations show that 
a little farther south practically all individuals complete their transfor- 
mation within 12 months. 


Oliver I. Snapp of: the Peach Insect Laboratory at Fort Valley, Ga., 
states: "Climatic conditions have been excellent for putting out paradichlo- 
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robenzene in Georgia during October. There are very few peach growers here 
who will not use the material this year. Since experimental results show 
that paradichlorovenzene can ve used with safety in this latitude on 3- and 
4-year-old peach trees, the growers are taking advantage of it, and many 

3- and 4-year-old trees will be treated this year with the three-fourths 
ounce dose. One-half million pounds will be used in the Southeast this 
season," 





BEE CULTURE INVESTIGATIONS 
E, F, Phillips, Apiculturist in Charge 


Dr. Robert Burri, whose work on the brood diseases of bees is well 
known and who is now director of the Dairy Experimental Station at Liebe- 
feld, Switzerland, was in Washington during the International Dairy Confer- 
ence. He reports that the work on the control of the Isle of Wight disease 
in Switzerland is progressing favorably. 


George S. Demuth, formerly of tais branch of the Bureau, was in Wash- 
ington October 11, He is now editor of Gleanings in Bee Culture. 


Dr. E. F,. Phillips recently went to New York City and Boston to con- 
sult with various workers in animal pathology regarding plans for the ex- 
tension of the bee disease investigations of the Bureau, 


TRUCK CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
J, E, Graf, Entomologist Acting in Charge 


M, M, High has arrived at Gulfport, Miss., where he will be engaged 
on biological and control experiments on the Australian tomato weevil, 
Desiantha nociva Lea, The laboratory at Kingsville, Tex., has been aban- 
doned for the present. 





E, G, Smyth, who has spent several months searching for natural 
enemies of the Mexican bean beetle in Guatemala and Mexico, plans to leave 
Mexico for this country about November 10. He will stop over in Birmingham 
to discuss the parasite situation with N. F. Howard, 


J. R, Douglass, who is studying the Mexican bean beetle under western 
conditions at Estancia, N. Mex., reports that a few of the beetles were 
found in gardens about town and in alfalfa fields a short time after the 
first snow of the season, Mr. Douglass, through the cooperation of a forest 
ranger, has placed a hibernation cage on Bosque Mountain, about 25 miles 
from Estancia and at an elevation of about 10,000 fee. 
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Entomologists from the principal pea-canning States will meet in 
Washington November 20 and 21 for a conference on the pea aphis. Stock 
will be taken of the year's developments and plans made for future work, 
On November el, several of the entomologists connected with insecticide 
companies which have been carrying on active work against the pea aphis 


will join the conference and discuss the development of insecticides for 
_ the control of this insect. | 


SOUTHERN FIELD-CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 


J. L, Webb, Entomologist Acting in Charge 


#. S. Chamberlin, of the Quincy (Fla.) laboratory, who spent some 


time in Washington during September, left for Quincy Octooer 4. 


F.C. Bishopp was in Washington October 9 and 10 for a series of 
conferences regarding the work in his charge. 


WD Hunter, B. R. Coad, and G, A. Maloney attended the Na- 
tional Boll Weevil Menace Convention at New Orleans, October 25 and 26. 


The extension service of the Kansas Experiment Station reports find- 


ing the boll weevil in Montgomery County, Kans., where some cotton is grown. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
(Items from the National Museum contributed by S. A. Rohwer) 


George M, List, Chief Deputy Entomologist, Colorado Agricultural 
College, spent most of the afternoon of October 4 in the Section of Insects 
studying the methods or filing cards and the arrangement of the collections. 


Dr, M, W. Blackman, teacher of forest entomology in Syracuse, N. f., 
spent two days in the Section of Insects conferring with various workers 
and studying types of certain scolytid beetles. 


Morgan Hebard, of Philadelphia, spent October 19 in the Section of 
Insects studying specimens in the collection and arranging for exchanges 
of various Orthoptera. Mr. Hebard brought with him many specimens of Orthop- 
tera which he had borrowed from the collection for study. 


Mrs. W. R, Thompson, formerly Miss Mary Carmody, recently contributed 
to the collections of the National Museum a considerable miscellaneous lot 
of insects which she had collected in France. 
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C, F, W. Muesebeck, of the Gipsy Moth laboratory, has spent about four 
weeks in the Section of Insects identifying parasites and studying the bra- 
conid genus Microbracon.- Mr, Muesebeck has devoted considerable time to this 
difficult genus and hopes to be able to complete the revision of the North 
American species the coming season, Before returning to his headquarters at 
Melrose Highlands, Mass., he will visit the collections in Philadelphia and 
also those in New Haven, to examine types. 


C. T, Greene is preparing a paper on the puparia of Sarcophagidae. 
This paper will be arranged similarly to the one recently issued by the 
National Museum and describing the puparia of the Tachinidae. Mr. Greene 
is very anxious to secure as many specimens and species as possible and would 
appreciate it if the field men would send in puparia definitely associated 
with the adults. His studies have shown that the front end or cap offers 
many useful characters, and care should be used in seeing that this is pre- 
served when possible, 


N, I, Iskander, Assistant Entomologist of the Egyptian Department of 
Agriculture, visited the Section of Insects October 9. Mr. Iskander was 
especially interested in the collection of Coccidae and in the arrangement 
of the collections, especially in the tray system, and also in the organiza- 
tion of the work in the Section of Insects. 


On October 9 A, B, Champlain, Curator of Insects of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, brought to Washing- 
ton a collection containing all of the types of insects previously in the 
custody of the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. This collection con- 
tained 126 specimens and 57 species. Fourteen of the species were repre- 
sented by holotypes, 35 by paratypes, and 6 by cotypes. This is the first 
State institution to give all of its types of insects to the National Col- 
lection, and it is hoped that other institutions will follow the example of 
Pennsylvania, The types deposited in Washington are more accessible to 
specialists than when housed in State institutions, and are much safer. 
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